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Serendipitous altruism

Military 21 Sep 2008 at 13:56 by Jean-Marc Liotier

American troops in Afghanistan through the eyes of a French Oikffiafitryman

The US often hears echoes of worldwide hostility against the applicatitsfofeign policy, but seldorare they reached by t
voices of those who experience first hand how close we are to the USAtelofspontextual political differences and

conflicting interests that generate friction, we do share the same funddwedues - andvhen push comes to shove that is v
really counts. Through the eyes of that French OMLT (Operational Mentoidigph Teams) infantryman you can see how
strong the bond is on the ground. In contrast with the Americans, the Frenchssibddli seem to write much onlin@r maybe
the proportion is the same but we just have less people deployed. Whatever thethéaisoa rare anchoving testimony whic

is why | decided to translate it into English, so that American people can ogliaipae of the way European soldiers see them.
Not much high philosophy here, just the first hand impressions of a sol contact - but that only makes it more authentic.

Here is theoriginal French articleand here is my translation :

“We have shared our daily life with two US units for quite a while - theyhardirst and fourth companies of a
prestigious infantry battalion whose name | will withhold for the sake dfamjilsecrecy. To the common man itis a
unit just like any other. But we live with them and got to know them, and we henceforthikatome have the

honor to live with one of the most renowned units of the US Army - one that thesrwweiught to the public as
series showing “ordinary soldiers thrust into extraordinary events”. Who aretlibse soldiers from abroad, how is
their daily life, and what support do they bring to the men of our OMLT every day ®fffeem belong to the Easy
Company, the one the TV series focuses on. This one nowadays is hamed Echo Companys baddtiethe
support company.

They have a terribly strong American accent - from our point of view the landuagepeak is not even English.
How many times did | have to write down what | wanted to say rather thae prasious minutes trying various
pronunciations of a seemingly common word? Whatever state they are from, ncéntsare alike and they even
admit that in some crisis situations they have difficulties understgrdioh other.

Heavily built, fed at the earliest age with Gatorade, proteins and credtieg are all heads and shoulders taller
than us and their muscles remind us of Rambo. Our frames are amusingly skimewy t we are wimps, even the
strongest of us - and because of that they often mistake us for Afghans.

Here we discover America as it is often depicted : their values are takegirtparoxysm, often amplified by
promisetitylack of privacyand the loneliness of this outpost in the middle of that Afghan valley. Honor, naottherl
- everything here reminds of that : the American flag floating in the windeathe outpost, just like the one on the
post parcels. Even if recruits often originate from the hearth of Aaredities and gang territory, no one here has
any goal other than to hold high and proud the star spangled banner. Each man knows he can coupipont the s
a whole people who provides them through the mail all that an American coulthreigsh a remote front-line
location : books, chewing gums, razorblades, Gatorade, toothpaste etc. in suchtwesgrhman is aware of how
much the American people backs him in his difficult mission. And that istasfiock to our preconceptions : the
American soldier is no individualist. The team, the group, the combat teahedoets of all his attention.

And they are impressive warriors ! We have not come across bad ones, asatimgy seem to you when you
know how critical French people can be. Even if some of them are a bit on the teaall ®f them provide us
everyday with lessons in infantry know-how. Beyond the wearing of a combat kit tfeatsgeem to discomfort
them (helmet strap, helmet, combat goggles, rifles etc.) the long hourscbf atahe outpost never seem to annoy
them in the slightest. On the one square meter wooden tower above the peratfidtenwstand the five
consecutive hours in full battle rattle and night vision goggles on top, thkirtsimoving in the directions of likely
danger. No distractions, no pauses, they are like statues nights and days.,Atlngnements are performed in
the dark - only a handful of subdued red lights indicate the occasional geaxdemsoldier on the move. Same with
the vehicles whose lights are covered - everything happens in pitchvaarkiléng the fuel tanks with the Japy

pump.

And combat ? If you have seen Rambo you have seen it all - always coming to the festwaevof our teams
gets in trouble, and always in the shortest delay. That is one of their tteksswitch from T-shirt and sandals to
combat ready in three minutes. Arriving in contact with the ennemy, the way gheysfsimple and disconcerting :
they just charge ! They disembark and assault in stride, they bomb first and aglnquater - which cuts any
pussyfootini short
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We seldom hear any harsh word, and from 5 AM onwards the camp chores are penfiooeeutiful order and
always with excellent spirit. A passing American helicopter stops astranded vehicle just to check that
everything is alright; an American combat team will rush to support ounsebefen knowing how dangerous the
mission is - from what we have been given to witness, the Americanrssldideautiful and worthy heir to those
who liberated France and Europe.

To those who bestow us with the honor of sharing their combat outposts and who evergqagafiof their

military excellence, to those who pay the daily tribute of America’s amgployment on Afghan sail, to those we
owned this article, ourselves hoping that we will always remain worthy of #mel to always continue hearing them
say that we are all the same band of brothers”.

Related articles:
e French Presidential campaign from a centrist poiniei

e French voters discover the third way
e French Presidential Elections Turning Point

SHARE o

197 Responses to “American troops in Afghanistan tbugh the eyes of a French OMLT infantryman”

1. french autorSays:
September 21st, 2008 at 15:30

thanks for having translate my article. thanks to my partnership U.S unit.fnsdrican people must be proud to get this
kind of boys.

2. Paul HonsingerSays:
November 13th, 2008 418:59

This is an amazing tribute to our fine troops. | am proud that my country is stlbleagf fielding a force with such
honor, courage, and devotion to duty. Thanks you for sharing this with us.

3. Mad YankSays:
November 13th, 2008 at 21:09

Obviously, this Frenchman is NOT a Parisian parlor pink, but an authentichRpatriot, who knows the REAL score,
and appreciates what America has done, and will continue to do, for our frieaderghe world.

To YOU, mon ami, | apologize for all the ‘Freedom Fries’ commémasdirculated around the world after 9/11/01. |
always knew there were good people living dans la Belle Patrie; now we'sefh@a one of them.

4. JacksonSays:
November 13th, 2008 at 22:01

| agree wholeheartedly with Mad Yank. And thank you for the translation & post.

5. Flyover CountrySays:
November 13th, 2008 &2:05

# french autor Says:
September 21st, 2008 at 15:30

thanks for having translate my article. thanks to my partnership U.S unit.fnsdirican people must be proud to get this
kind of boys.
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10.

11.

12.

We are truly proud of our fighting men and women. It is wonderful to run across avhalliruly understands the nature
of our struggle. It is not a war for a country...we fight, and YOU fight, so that peoplbeniage to pursue the values that
have lifted many a person from squalor and vice. You fight for life, liberty andghortunity to pursuleappiness. THA

is your mission...and as you so kindly thanked our men and women, | thank you for your sanrifetealf of the free
peoples of the world.

NavyspyllSays:
November 13th, 2008 at 23:24

Merci beaucoup, mes amis.

We have always had much more in comman, than we have had different.

USMCO03Says:
November 14th, 2008 at 2:37

Such gracious words. Thanks to the author and the Troops who inspired him by leadiampiee

It would be a great thing for France and the US to grow closer as nations.

mindy abrahantays:
November 14th, 2008 at 2:59

what nice words about our boys-thanks for your nice article

toad Says:
November 14th, 2008 at 8:06

I'm somewhat surprised about the physical size difference. | suspeittitha¢cause the US has a larger group of
volunteers to select from.

cargosquidSays:
November 14th, 2008 419:42

Merci beaucoup for the translation.
May God watch over your soldiers and keep them safe.

United Conservatives of Virgini8ays:
Novemberl4th, 2008 at 19:47

Serendipitious Praise from an unexpected source...

We see only the opinions that the press deem worthy to repeat. Anti-Americseiis papers in other nations as much as
it sells here. We don't hear the voices of foreigners that work closdlyAmiericans and admire them.

Until now.

Jean-Mar....

debSays:
November 15th, 2008 &45

Thank you for that lovely article. My husband served in Afghanistan last yehoujlh he spoke of serving with soldiers
from othe countries, | do’t know if there were French soldiers assigned to his & will have to ask hin
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14.
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V Says:
November 15th, 2008 at 18:37

While I'm not an obsessive watcher of the American news media, | have not yeteoas a single media news source
(outside the internet) that talks about how our soldiers act on the field.

No one says that our men are honorable; instead they go on about the horrors of war.\¢o talkseabout why we are
there, save blathering conspiracy theories about oil and racism.

THIS is a crying shame. Have people forgotten that Saddam Husein wasralcin the same vein as Hitler?
Have people forgotten what happened to Germany after the First World War?
| am glad that,at least, the soldiers on the ground (not just the Americans)dtalone so.

| hope and pray that the mess can be cleaned up with minimal damage even dftestdous new president drops the
ball and marches everyone out in the name of pleasing the media.

Good luck, men. Forgive us.

Jimbo Says:
November 16th, 2008 4f7:21

Toad, regarding the physical size of the troops, that is something thatwalidg. A recent U.S. Congressional Medal of
Honor recipient, Ross McGinnis, | believe only weighed 135 Ibs. There wiasges man on the battlefield that day.

Julia Says:
November 17th, 2008 at 16:56

So little do we read such a beautiful and truthful depiction of our troops frmimary source such as this one. Thank
for your words..they made me even more proud of our American boys over there in Irafglaauoi gsan.

Bill Coffin Says:
November 17th, 2008 at 17:19

Merci beaucoup, mes amis!

The greatness of America stems in no small portion from the greatressfaénds, and the great people of France are
very dear friends, indeed. And as proud as | am to be an American, | am likewisegptftinll bf France as a nation of
friends, too.

Friends may squabble, but as this letter notes, when push comes to shove, fei¢ielseaAnd just as France will be
there for America, so too will America be there for France. Ourtyistbbrotherhood simply runs tateep and too strot
for it not to.

me Says:
November 17th, 2008 at 17:34

what an absolute pile of bullshit

me2Says:
November 18th, 2008 at 2:13

Read that carefully and then make up your mind if it is a compliment or an insult.d saukarcasm and insulting,
excuse me if | am wrong and it was just translatiol... but it sounds strange to r
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Eric Drexler Says:
November 18th, 2008 at 4:18

Care to offer any evidence at all? Did you even bother to check out the origjiciaPdfm guessing that a lot “sounds
strange” to you based on your grammar and diction. Just because sometleisgyaafiexpectations does not qualify it as
“an absolute pile of bullshit.” Also, if you are going to say something incendiame the courage to use your real name.

Mike Says:
November 18th, 2008 at 6:07

Thank you very much for writing this. It's very heartfelt. Depending on peligpetie probably see another as that
“annoying” little bother. He picks on you, pulls your ear, sticks his tounge out atgoBLef someone hurts little brother,
there’s hell to pay! In the end, we do get along.

Thank you!!

Mike

StepherBays:
November 18th, 2008 at 8:43

Wow. | have NEVER read a positive thing about us from the French point of viemkTyou so very, very much!

Conor Says:
November 18th, 2008 at 15:15

Haha, despite saying he won’t name the unit- it's abundantly clear if you'vaedaband of brothers.

Jerry GinnSays:
November 18th, 2008 416:35

| do not think this is BS. Soldiers do not fight for the political view pointand imyncases (most) all the way to Generals
do not even know what it is. Soldiers fight to protect each other, their soldier btottes not matter what country they
are from. Jesus and soldiers are the only two people who willingly give their liveséarse but that causenot IRAQ ol
AFGAN they die protecting their for their brother soldiers and not the M@soldier is any different so how could the
article be BS. Jesus died for you and the BS. | pray you will know what you died for. | wopldieting you. | spent :
years protecting my brother soldiers, not my country. That comes as part of tbé albabldiers. God Bless all soldiers.

Jan Scruggsays:
November 18th, 2008 at 17:30

The French have taken casualties in Afghan and have recently done someedfifgitiing against pirates in Somalia.
They are good people and courageous troopers

Greg Says:
November 18th, 2008 418:16

In reply... A good friend of mine just returned from a U.S. ETT (same as OMIsgion with ARSIC-Kabul. He was
extremely complementary in regards to the French soldiers and thgietsmme, courage and dedication to duty.

George Worthngtorsays:
November 18th, 2008 418:46

LaFayette could have written this about Revolutio soldiers. It makes me proud to be an Ameri
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27. A_USMC_LCPLSays:
November 18th, 2008 at 21:34

This made me swell with pride, and | usually do not. Thank you so much for thisldrim wondering if you could post
the site where you received this from, because | would personally ligi tim tthis man and thank him.

Semper Fi.

28. Robert Batemaisays:
November 18th, 2008 &2:45

Mon ami, auteur et traducteur, merci beaucoup. Il est souvent difficile expliguaes pairs d’'infanterie d’Américain (je
suis une “ranger” américaine d’'infanterie) la réalité non seulemeatiimnce, mais au peuple de la France et a 'armée
de la terre. Cet essai simple est une bonification.

Lieutenant Colonel Bateman

29. RedSays:
November 19th, 2008 at 4:59

You were by our side when we fought our war of independence from the British and wéogeether in numerous wars
since then. Now we stand together again! We may have had our differenoessattiit we still support each other. Thank
you.

30. Captain Jason AdleBays:
November 19th, 2008 415:34

It is truly rare that articles like this reach the mainstreamiané\s a Soldier who has fought in Iraq and am about to
deploy to Afghanistan, it makes me proud to know that our Coalition partners apgpedicibat we do. The American
Soldier is absolutely amazing. When a comrade needs help, they will lay domivdsewithout a second thouglhitis ar
honor and a privilege to command America’s sons in battle. Thank you for writihgaspositive article, and know that
the US Soldier is appreciative of all that our Coalition partners do.

Jason N. Adler
Captain
US Army

31. Frederick RupeBays:
November 19th, 2008 416:42

I've made several visits to France but by far my most memorable whsrel took a group of Soldiers to Normandy.
Everywhere we went we were treated with great dignity. The people of Normavelpdwer forgotten 6 June 44. The
Soldiers learned a great lesson about duty, honor and country during those 4 days vigitieg,dmttle sites and the
American Cemetery overlooking Utah Beach. Thanks for a great article.

Frederick M. Rupel
Chaplain (Major), U.S. Army, Retired

32. T. D. HarrisonSays:
November 19th, 2008 &3:21

Veteran, U.S. Army—"70-'76
Ancien Legionnaire—'85-'90
Many thanks for the post. | am proud to be a veteran of both forces.

33. Kelley Smitl Says:
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November 19th, 2008 at 23:44

Merci beaucoup,

Perhaps now we can see the great gifts France and the US have always given eactrdtistoryoshows in dark times,
we are more than friends but family.

Viva France, Viva US

An American

AdamSays:
November 20th, 2008 at 3:38

It is Soldiers like the one who wrote this article that were the nethsoFrench were our allies in wars gone by (and still
are). We have misconceptions of the French (snotty, dirty, rude and cetshgjsame as they have of us (rural, dirty,
rude, and crass).

When it comes to Soldiering, all countries are the same—get done what needs ponbpheever needs it; keep your
weapon clean.

Great article.

Harry MeinhardtSays:
November 20th, 2008 at 3:46

Merci beaucoup, monsieur Soldat. J'ete aussi Parachutiste american.
Vive la France. Vive '’Amerique

Airborne6

Argghhh! The Home Of Two Of Jonah's MilitaByys..Says:
November 20th, 2008 at 18:21

H&l Fires* 20 Nov 2008...

Open post for those with something to share, updated through the day. New, complete poathetow this one. Note:
If trackbacking, please acknowledge this post in your post. That's only polite.

*kkkkkkkkhkkkhhkkhhkkhhkkkkhhxkkx

From a Canadian ...

Bill Says:
November 20th, 2008 at 18:32

My son is a platoon sergeant with the 101st in Afghanistan and was recenthgs®origside French troops. He had
nothing but positive comments to pass along about THEM! Seeing such a nileeadutiat our own men (and women!)
should make us all proud. He and his men will be happy to see how they are viewed.

Leland BurnsSays:
November 20th, 2008 418:38

| have seen the love and gratitude from the French firsthand when travelimguhtly in 2007 in research of my own
father’s war journal. Old farmers | did not know wanted to hug me and start potrdng drink. I'm glad the latest
generations are showing mutual respect. | look forward to my return to France in 20Q09vf&SiH’ll be jumping with
the Liberty Jump Team to honor the Airborne Solc
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Leland Burns - USAF
Co-author, Jump Into the Valley of the Shadow

A French Soldi€is Perspecitve on AmericdimoopsSays:
November 20th, 2008 at 18:45

[...] Serendipitous altruism [...]

Well, dang, | guess | have to lay off bashingFhench for a while.. « Bring the heat, Bring the Stupfhys:
November20th, 2008 at 23:07

[...]  was making my usual rounds today and stopped by The Castle, where | found thisfuldidéé. I'm sorry to say
that the only real interaction | had with the French was when a pair of [...]

L’anti-américanisme | Neptunus L8ays:
November20th, 2008 at 23:07

[...] to maintain in the field, at least for this representative fronmiér du terre: Heavily built, fed at the earliest age with
Gatorade, proteins and [...]

Jules Crittendem French Soldier Recruite8ays:
November 21st, 2008 at 4:59

[...] admiration for America in Afghanistan, thanks to close contact with d&@slAmericaine. That's what it is purported
to be, though bits of it look like it might have been [...]

L’'Hooah« Checks with CharBays:
November21st, 2008 at 5:13

[...] But one thing you can’t blame is our troops, who are simply the finest fighting ifotbe world. You know it. know
it. and our Allies know and appreciate it. [...]

The Captaifhs Journal» The FrenchPerspectiveSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 8:23

[...] the positive is encouraging. From a translation of a French article ondaméroops, here is an interesting take on
things in Afghanistan. “We have shared our daily life with two US units for quiteila wthey are the first and [...]

French Fries Again® Aaron Poezé&ays:
November21st, 2008 at 11:44

[...] Milblogs have noticed this kindly offered translation of a French OMLThitnfanan’s words. The original post in
French is in Le blog de [...]

Terence O\'ClaritySays:
November 21st, 2008 46:54

Thank You for that article. While some of it may have been playfully exageratedpipreciated all the same. | wish our
own newscasters and politicians would try to accentuate the positive onadile.a

Colonel (US Army, Retired) John V. Wemlin§awys:
November21st, 2008 at 17:07

From an old soldiel
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48.

49.
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52.
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Thanks for the first hand account. This is something the press can never get rigig.sbinmething that has to be
experienced to be understood.

Where does America find such wonderful, young men and women to fill the rariksAofried Forces? And the French

author reminds us that the same wonderful men and women exist outside of Aaaewviekh

Lara Says:
November 21st, 2008 at 17:07

Merci beaucoup, mes amis. Thank you for the kind words.

Terry Says:
November 21st, 2008 4f7:34

In four years soldiering with the French in France, Germany, and Iraq, llcaltteat the feelings expressed here were
felt just as strongly about our French counterparts. Forget the stereotypesthépeople.

French Praise for American Soldiers | TAachoressSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 17:48

[...] Via Friend Michael, this must must must read. It will do your heart, soul, sjHeags, kidneys and brain good,
translated Via: [...]

Mike Says:
November 21st, 2008 at 18:01

For those that doubt the difference in size, after many trips to Europedlicgmut that the average American is a few
inches both taller, and disproportionately broader across the shouldersfifstdmbught to my attention when | was
trying to buy a shirt, in Belgium. The shop keeper asked if | was an American, wéladlIta buy the shirt. | responded

in the affirmative and asked what that had to do with my purchase. She kiradtpédf me, “you’ll need a sidarger shir
than usual for your height to fit your shoulders” | then started to look and noticeérsough, the people around me were
not only a few inches shorter than the American average but also not built gnasestdut a frame. After eating their
usual diet for a few days | could see why. | was never so happy to hear a comragrtiales it's what's for dinner”

when | returned. It is all a trade off, that same diet is likely what ghess extra years of life over the average American.

Having recently joined the Infantry myself, | can say that being tall or marsisuhot a prerequisite of the profession, but
certainly a result of being in it.

To the French Infantryman and Patriot; Thank you sir.

American troops through a French infantrymaeyeginspiring!) « the“ silenf’” majority no more'Says:
November 21st, 2008 418:05

[...] the awesome letter from Serendipitous Altruism [...]

Uncle JefeSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 18:24

Thank you for sharing your perspective on the best ambassadors America has, the Troops.

As for the size difference:

It comes down to nutrition.

Europe was locked in military struggle for several CENTURIES, inntyttie first half of the 20th.

When you don’t eat much, and don’t eat well, you don’t grow.

Europeans are getting bigger and stronger, and like us, fatter, due to bettespleeially in the last 30 years.

| lived there for several years and have seen the difference betweeatigeise

Hopefully they Il be able to outfight the islamic ene within, both politically and physically, as currently t/'re losing
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susanSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 18:34

Many thanks for posting,

One reason why | am devoted to sending care packages to the troops is therbonimoler | always recieve about those
who inspire grace, courage and will in quiet dtermination.

Despite all the obnoxious noise of the hollywoodize chattering class, our troofsue forward in confident, assured
movement.

US Armed Forces, | am in awe of your indomitable American spirit!

Chrissy5754Says:
November 21st, 2008 at 18:42

This Proud American Military Mom just wants to say a hearty MEREAUCOUP! These words from a single soldie
the ground mean a great deal! God bless you for translating.

sjngfwih29gSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 19:14

Does this mean we can count on French support at the UN?

Maggie45Says:
November 21st, 2008 at 19:18

Merci Beaucoup!! from a very grateful American woman.... | also offedegpest condolences for your great sacrifice
this past August. My prayers are offered for the repose of the souls who weesmtbfor the well being of the wounded,
and also for all the families and fellow soldiers, that they may be graoweftit.

Tim's WorldSays:
November 21st, 2008 49:20

[...] Posted by dracphelan on 21 Nov 2008 at 10:19 am | Tagged as: Recipe “Heavilydailthieearliest age with
Gatorade, proteins and creatine - they are all heads and shouldetbaalles antheir muscles remind us of Rambo. (
frames are amusingly skinny to them - we are wimps, even the strongest ofdusecause of that they often mistake us
for Afghans...” - French soldier on the Americans they serve with in Afghanisth

Emmanuel ZitnilSays:
November 21st, 2008 49:27

| just discovered Merlin’s blog a few days ago, like most of you, and | thought yd b@gnterested in his views on US
cuisine!

Here’s the original entry in French:

http://omlt3kdk3.overblog.com/article23317223.html

Here’'s my attempt at a translation:
[quote]

It's been 5 months now that we’ve been sharing our daily life, but also our food, with our Hanthefs from the States.
It's time for us Frenchies to give you a full report of our cross-Atlantimary experience (in Afghanistan of course).

We, as children born in the land of gastronomy and famous like VEYRAT, COFFE, LOISEAL... have sample
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60.

61.

things that will last forever in our taste buds.

This experienced is reserved for the luckiest of us because only two assigritoents &ste the flavours of US cuisine.
For others, it's combat rations only.

Breakfast is more than welcome because it's very hearty and totaligrfiteorning patrols or any other activity . dtmade
of eggs, fried bacon (forget about your diet), various cereals, pancakes with, dhéts spicy sausages and peppered
minced-beef cream (???) which comes with balls of salty bread thatumteover with that same cream. Not much is
missing from this meal, although; a purist like me would say that it lagk®d piece of grilled bread topped with a thick
layer of salty butter. | am talking about feeling the grains of salt under getlr and feel it melting on your buds (not
place for cheap butter, you're a Breton or you're not).

Lunch is way less substantial than breakfast: simply put it doesn’t readly 8giit's the occasion to open an MRE
(combat ration). The American ration, designed for one single meal cordranyst which is made for the whole day, is
made-up of several packets with mysterious writings. Well, French tyri®stronger. The preparation for the main dish
is simple: fill the chemical bag with water, be careful not to fill it abermark otherwise there a risk of explosion (let's
not forget that we’re in Afghanistan, it's relatively dangerous) , then you mudtlyjiisert the meal in the bag, position
it on a flat surface towards the North with a 14.9 degrees angle (ivatks towards the south), water starts to boil... You
just have to wait while eating the sweets, the dried meat, the peanut buttedusteal cheese and the other stuff
contained in the package.

Here we go, one of the 24 different meals available to US soldiers is ready talkenglastic spoon present in the kit
you eat it. Sometimes a facial contraction appears, but we somehow seene toraifpat point with our American friends
because they all come asking for that good French ration.

Dinner, on the other hand, is a great moment for the taste buds. The famous haralfaittpéulito our expectations and
is excellent. It comes with fried chicken wings, fried chicken legs, friekehiballs, pork ribs, fried onions, fried
shrimps, corn, and little pizzas which only have their name in common with thgomatipizza. A few American recipes
highlight the meal: chili con carne, tapas, fajitas (with tortillas).

However, a few gringos have a problem like | do: apparently Americans dipkagespicy things in general. Hot spice
is present everywhere. | personally think their mouths must be made owlpftetg say it's to give taste to what they
eat... well that Frenchman is not convinced.

Here’s how a gastronomic day happens in the land of Uncle Sam in Afghanistan.

Conclusion: we're fortunate our Restaurant de France in Kaboul allowsbuy and enjoy our homely products, plates of
cheese, cold cuts, but also vegetables which the US don’t seem to knowlth&he most important thing for us remains
the small parcels, filled with great stuff for the morale, sent by ourifsnit’s a moment we’re all waiting for like kids
every Mondays during mail delivery. Once a month, we bathe in a moment ofrgilagginess: red wine served with
hams, dry sausages, cheese, paté, and sometimes it's our US cotoradesjrimace! Not that easy to understand the
subtleties of French cuisine!

MERLIN

[/quote]

HarleyDavidsonSays:
November 21st, 2008 49:41

This story was an honor to read for at its heart is the story of an entire adiaf its people.
Thank you to this French soldier who so eloquently reaffirmed our own hopes itvesiaed in our place in the world.

It is a pity how North American Media has lost sight of who and what we are.

FabienSays:
November 21st, 2008 20:02

This is a wonderful article that reflect how the French people, the neass about American people in general. There is
this envy that exists amongst most of the French people | know... Don’t beliatdhive news say about the French
because they are usually political commeni politicians... who would trust politicians
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—fabien, french guys living for 18 years in the US... and counting :)

Pam LSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 20:02

This article moved me to tears. If you believe the U.S. media, the entire wterdusa especially our military. Both my
sons serve. It really hurts me to hear this day after day. This moving tribatesasty faith in humanity. There is an old
Army saying: There ain’t no athiests in fox holes. Well, I'd like to add tes#yéeng: There aint’ no strangers in fox holes.
God bless the French. A big Merci from Texas. In closing, | just want to say mymiotaglen name was LeMonds.

And where can | get some of that French chow? You guys eat better than | do! :)

God bless the French military. May we forever be allies.

=4
RebeccaHsays:
November 21st, 2008 at 20:15

What a lovely article. Thanks for that. It reassures us that we’re notmhifdespised in Europe, which is not something
we ever hear from our own news-gathering organizations.

SolomoniaSays:
November 21st, 2008 a0:25

A Tribute to the Troops from a Frenchman...
A must read: ...Here we discover America as it is often depicted : theirsvaleeaken to their paroxysm, often amplified

by promiscuity and the loneliness of this outpost in the middle of that AfghayvEibnor, motherland -......

ak Says:
November 21st, 2008 at 20:37

I'm not surprised by this. I've read a little about French anti-terréotses, and those people are no wimps. French
soldiers know what's what. So I’'m not surprised they admire good soldiers who cdiedh@me no matter what their
media and their elites have told them about Americans.

| did have to laugh about the size comparision. | had a mental image of dglbding fed Gatorade to prepare them for

service twenty years down the road.

Steve FoxGays:
November 21st, 2008 at 20:41

As a Brit living in Normandy, who worked alongside wonderful Americans in Nagghdd drilling (Ocean Victory,
Odeco, 1980-1) it's good to read this post and the comments. HarleyDavidson writethal#auerican press, well you
know what those people are the same over here in France and the UK. They purpak forape but really don’t have
any grip on the way ordinary people live or see the world. They don’t understaiatigratat all, for example. France is
maybe more dominated by its so-called intellectuals than any other couritriersds to come over as pretentious and
arty-farty, but I know from living in the country out here, its full of warmhedrgifted, yet modest people who match up
to anyone anywhere.

Lets all make sure we listen to the people behind the frontpeople, people...

DannyWarrenSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 20:45

Many thanks to the Brave French man who worte this article. It is wondeektthat there are people in other countries
who understand that “Freedom is not Free” and are willing to fight to makéhsural of our ally countries still maintain
those rights
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All too often, all we hear is the BAD stuff about our brave fighting men and womehsidesd. Sadly the MEDIA wants
everyone to think that things are far worse than what people like this bravecemthem. God Bless you for your taking
time to help some of us Americans to see things from other’s perspectivese WelLain this together and must have
each other’s backs.

Thanks again for taking time to write this article.. And Godspeed for a etengohd peaceful ending to what the
TERRORISTS started. They started it.. together, our brave men and womkcooingalies will END it.

AnachrondaSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 21:12

58: “peppered minced-beef cream (???) which comes with balls of saltythe#ane must cover with that same cream.”

That would be biscuits and gravy.

HoldfastSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 21:19

America really does seem to recruit big kids into the infantry, and thenthelpsget bigger (in a good way). | a8
and was about 185Ib in my soldiering days, yet when we’d play with the Ameriansyis felt like we were on the
small side.

Galen Slades Place» Blog Archive» American troopsthrough the eyes of French soldieSays:
November 21st, 2008 at1:28

[...] Absolutely great post, translated from the French. It's worth readingthments, as well. [...]

Bill Morris Says:
November 21st, 2008 at 21:41

First, naysayers, go elsewhere.

Second...l was moved to tears, as | remember the quote (forgive spelling),
“Lafayette, Nous avons ici”

Lafayette, we are here, (spoken as we arrived on French shores during WW 1.)

Keep the faith friends. The legacy has been preserved to now. Keep it alive

Nice French salute to the troogsThe CockpitSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 21:49

[...] French salute to the troops This is a nice salute to American troopsffgench infantryman: “We have shared our
daily life [...]

doxiemamésays:
November 21st, 2008 at 22:03

Thanks to all of the French troops, from this American mom who is extremely piroud American troops. | pray for all
of you!

In their Boots, the French and monkeystMomes forHeroesSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 22:11

[...] by € French soldier (which by the way France is now an all volunteer forda his impression of American Soldie
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| have lived in France for two years and this soldiers article was #melirpeople that have [...]

American wifeSays:
November 21st, 2008 at 22:32

Your generous piece brings tears to my eyes. Vive la France et vive 'améeneatdeux belles republiques.
Thank you so much, from a grateful American wife.

“ JeanMarc Liotier Says:
November 21st, 2008 aR:52

Whoah ! | though that translating this piece would surely raise some intereshdver expected it to be that much...
This page has now gathered move than twenty thousand page views and 75 commestthrébaimes the second most
viewed page on this blog and ten times what a page normally gets... Thanks for the IpgaeeV€l forward that to the
French soldier who authored the original version of the article !

By the way - one of you pointed a translation error, so | changed “promistwitigck of privacy” which is more

appropriate in this context.

French Soldier Recruite8ays:
November 21st, 2008 82:53

[...] admiration for America in Afghanistan, thanks to close contact with L’S&oWaericaine. That's what it is purported
to be, though bits of it look like it might have been charmingly [...]

French Infantryman Comments On His 101st Airbd@wsvorkers | Blue Grass, Red St&ays:
November 21st, 2008 283:26

[...] rest is here, translated from the [...]

woundedduclSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 0:38

To my fellow Americans:

The French weren't criticizing our troops when they opposed our invasion ofHeggwere resisting Bush'’s abject
dishonesty in making the case for war. Our lying, disgraceful President Bush stld b8l ®f goods, and hopefully
President Obama will give him his day in court.

Eddy Says:
November 22nd, 2008 at 0:41

Make sure to go and visit the site to read the response written in english byeaicansoldier about the French OMLT.
It is just as gracious and heart warming.

The link is:

http://omlt3kdk3.overblog.com

God bless all the troops who so selflessly protect freedom whereever itheyl sbank you all heartedly.

A Patriot Says:
November 22nd, 2008 at 1:11

To woundedduck:
Obviously congress believed what our president believed to be true. And our mirgsideis info from our intel.
agencies. So if yc notice, he did not make the decision to go to war on his own. A large & of our govt. helped wit
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the decision.
So get off bush’s back.

NewYorkerMikeSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 1:30

Woundedduck, you two faced piece of crap. “President” Al Gore would have hads@antleething but he'd have dragged
his feet for another few months, then do an LBJesqe redux of Vietham, tryddSaddam to the “bargaining table” and,
ultimately, bring humiliation to the U.S. and our superb military once againesid@nt Bush lied then so did all the
world’s intelligence services. It's not President Bush who'll be oh ttiavill be Obama and his despicable Socialist
agenda. Just take a look at the vermin he’s letting into the Executive Branch. We iB thellilget what we deserve
because this country as a whole totally ignored the salacious background of &sebyaommunists because we let
the press obsess over the Republican vice presidential candidate. Seralo&lal have been head and shoulders better
than that incoming imbecile Biden as v.p. and the country will come to realizedlt, just a bit too late.

We are fighting the right war at the right time with the right kind of amjit We’'ve only got a couple of months more to
get the job done before this “political agitator (oh, excuse me, | shouldsha/&community organizer”) and disciple of
Saul Alinsky and Bill Ayers’ cripples us and throws this country to the wolves

May God have mercy on our souls.

DAR daughteiSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 1:40

To Woundedduck: Heard about the 500 tons of yellowcake recently removed quietlydigotm Canada ? It, and a lot of
other chemical weaponry was indeed there. Bush did not lie.

Truth is where it's aSays:
November 22nd, 2008 4t53

To Woundedduck:

| guess you never read “Saddam’s Secrets” by George Sada, written bjnlusssond in command in the Air Force.
Saddam Hussein secretly transported his WMDs to Syria just prior to thélevased 50 somedd planes with their see
removed; a dam had broken in Syria and everyone thought Irag was involved in huaranmitasions. Gen. George Sada
was interviewed by numerous American TV and radio talk shows in 2006. This subgeatso written about irBecause
They Hate” by Brigitte Gabriel and reported on in the New York Sun, the Jamu®ast, etc. Check out Google.

old_airman_20005ays:
November 22nd, 2008 2t18

Thank you for the lovely words about our soldiers. Pleas take care, and may you returndggaonks safe and sound.

Dav! Says:
November 22nd, 2008 at 3:07

a nos amis francais, je peut offrir seulement “Merci”... to our Frenehds | can only offer thanks..

That story moved me like little else I've read recently. It is so easy tionasthat stereotypes apply more universally than
they do.

I lived in Belgium for years, spent lots of time with Frenchmen, and | do recaththaast majority of them were decent,
good and reasonable people. Their media is as leftist as ours, and as disredgradtig opinion.

alors, merci encore aux soldats forts, bon courage, et bonne chance aussi~

GraniteGrok Says:
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November 22nd, 2008 &t25

If you think our soldiers are vilified by our allies, think again...

One of the main themes of the Left is that our soldiers are either victotagdseof economics or culture and have not
other choices. And, once in theater and as that dirtbag Murtha said, the Left theadpfoam......

M Bo XianSays:

November 22nd, 2008 at 4:32

Am humbled and blessed by your kind words.
We thinking, brain functioning patriots here—maybe what—half our population noeasat30% of the population????

WE, at least, are quite proud of our military folks and the excellent job théyr dhe ungrateful in very trying
circumstances.

Their civilian leaders are not worthy of them.
Thankfully, God is keeping score.

May God bless you and your family for your honest kindness regarding our troops ared sailo

BevSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 4:38

As one who has a nephew serving in Afghanistan, it is a relief to know that eackrsarvicegardless of nationality, has
each other’s back. Thank you for that consolation. God bless you all.

Fortunate Grandsorsays:
November 22nd, 2008 dt50

Thank you. My Grandpa soldiered his way across France in WWI and again in WeAfdturned home wounded each
time, the second time home saw him “alive” for 3 months before his death justgpfiibbet’s mission/victory.

Your thoughtful article left me envisioning a calmer, warmer, breeze gndter ocean lapping the shore next to the
Pacific seaside grave where he was laid to rest.

And yes, those are a very fine bunch who serve today.

Concerned Citizen of Indiandays:
November 22nd, 2008 &t43

To Woundedduck and your like: you're Kool-Aid drinkers.
Check your facts, and read a little world history once in a while.

As for President Bush: you have been safe for 7 years+ -thanks to the faet shepped up to the plate, and let us take it
to the enemy.

You are free to sleep at night because of those who face danger 24/7 and starttidésidierints of those who have
stood careful watch over our nation for many generations.

P.S.- I'm thankful to know the French and Europeans apparently have skewed redia to

Steve (Bays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 6:57

NewYorkerMike,
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Actually, Gore said that he wouldn’t have invaded Afghanistan.

Woundedduck, If you're going to post on a site like this, your knowledge has to be del@tler than what you get from
reading AP news articles in the NYTimes.

Demaocrats in the House and Senate do not get their intelligence repomsl fittesugh the White House. They get
briefings from the intelligence agencies themselves.

Face it, Democrats voted to invade another country — not because they belieagdhé right thing to do, but as part of
a political calculation of domestic politics. They were dishonest WwaghAimerican people about their true positions, and
then they undermined our soldiers while they were fighting in the field.

Meanwhile, nothing Bush has said regarding Iraq was a lie. Saddam hadahatiiDs and a dormant nuke program

ready to be kick-started as soon as sanctions fell.

Idaho Says:
November 22nd, 2008 at 7:37

God, | pray that our military will be strong to deter evil, and strong to quickipmetheir orders. God, | pray that you
will enlighten our leaders so that their orders will be your will. Not ouiree$®ut your will, will be done. Amen. Oh, and
please help me be a good Marine. Amen.

Mikel Says:
November 22nd, 2008 at 9:25

There’s another English translation posted on the French blog under Commentsef@aima®). It's more accurate. The
Rambo spoofing and tongue-in-cheek observations regarding American méaalipess and “disconcertinggndency tc
bomb first and ask questions later is much more pronounced. It's an obvious sgtireughrin the French tradition; I'm
surprised the author was so benevolent as to include the two or three dtnaigint commendations about Americans.
Maybe the author was hoping non-French speaking patriotic Americans woualdl getty-eyed and widely circulate this
on the net as a tribute.

But you know what they say in France. Faire I'ane pour avoir du son.

Steve FoxGays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 13:12

Pour ceux-la qui nous font 'honneur de nous accueillir dans leurs postes adamo#sbat et qui tous les jours font
preuve des plus belles qualités militaires, pour ceux-la qui paient towsilesin lourd tribut au déploiement de I'armée
des Etats-Unis d’Amérique sur le sol afghan, pour tous ceux-la nous léomnglbien cet article, en espérant a notre tour
de ne jamais démériter et de pouvoir continuer a leur entendre dire que nous smmsrdeda méme « band of brothers »

This is the last paragraph of Merlin’s post, Mikel, and as a fluent Frenckesgeaident in Normandy, | find no satire or
irony in it.
My translation would be:

“To those who do us the honour of welcoming us to their forward combat posts, and whdagvsingpw proof of the
highest soldierly qualities, to those who pay every day a heavy price in the deploytheramny of the United States of
America on Afghan soil, to all of them we owe this article, hoping in our turnver gove unworthy, and to be able to
continue to say in their hearing that we are all the same ‘band of brothers™

The translation in the post above is not perfect, eg it represents thecanseas saying ‘we are all the same band of
brothers’, when in fact Merlin has the French saying it, but the sense is kewide the paragraph which mentions the
Americans style of combat. Merlin is admiring the directness, and lgquissfyfooting.

| have no idea what your motivation might be in attempting to twist this intorecabéttack, and do not care to guess.

SagchicSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 16
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Thank you so much for this article. It is beautiful and it has touched my deeply. ltdslaysevhen so many in our own
country do not see what these amazing soldiers are doing for us.
God Bless America.

juscruznSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 16:52

To French Autor, Merci for writing and translating this article mon amis Ehtruly a GREAT STORY! It is a shining
example of what our two countries can accomplish when working together to thhefsa hirabi’s. | am reminded of an
example which | always remember about French Commandos. There was gueatteijacking of an Air France jet |
believe in Paris in the 1990’s. The hijackers intent was to crash theiptaribe Eiffel Tower and kill as many innocents
as possible. French Commandos stormed the aircraft and killed all théshiraite saving the aircraft and it’s crew,
except for one passenger who was struck by | believe a stray round. This sertreg @xample of what your forces are
capable of.

Dick Hill Says:
November 22nd, 2008 at 17:00

64 years ago, last June, | participated in the Invasion by bombing ahead of troops thetdirgeashore at Omaha
Beach. We were flying B-24’s. All wars are hell, but the evil has to Imepstd out or we would all be speaking German
today. The targets are smaller today, but not less important. The USA lags &iwd to assist it's allies and destroy those
who would destroy the American freedoms [or anybody else's freedom.] It is a bigsiepeurden to the American
taxpayers. | might note that the loudest pipsqueaks try to threaten theolxSAey do not fully understand the will of the
American people!

Jayem VidrineSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 17:06

A very well written essay. Let us U.S. folks not forget that it was the Rreho helped us win the American Revolution
and saved our asses at that time.

Argghhh! The Home Of Two Of Jonah's MilitaByys..Says:
November 22nd, 2008 at 17:42

H&l Fires* 22 Nov 2008...

Open post for those with something to share, updated through the day. New, complete poathetow this one. Note:
If trackbacking, please acknowledge this post in your post. That's only polite.

At the Weekly St...

RLaRaiaSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 18:14

The “peppered minced-beef cream (???)” could be biscuits and gravy but in &rengi@Vietnam and earlier) it more

likely would have been something we affectionately referred to as “S8.concoction that any decent mess sergeant
would have in the chow line for breakfast everyday consisted of ground beef cooked\vy arkaan sauce (flour and

milk) and was ladled liberally on slices of toast. Of course the dfficimme was creamed beef on toast but soldiers as they
are wont to do came up with a much more poetic term of endearment awdiifet “sh_t on a shingle.”

As to the Frenchman’s compliment, it is heartening to know that comrades im@tiat and always will be in ways that

no civilian can ever imagine.

Rita ThibertSays:
November 22nd, 2008 at 19
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This made me cry, My husband is one of these Rambo’s there right now!

And to see that the French people are seeing and telling thebrautih what honorable men and women are risking it .
help others they never knew, and that they do not hold grudges against people of Franeesbieeradisil had spoken
against us. Everyone else had said sooo much, and | too thank the Author for his words

American Troops in Afghanistan: A French Soltheriew | The Blog of Recor8ays:
November 23rd, 2008 at 2:53

[...] This article first appeared back in September, but it is worth re-readlag, ton Victory in Iraq Day, about the
respect Americans in uniform earn from our European allies who share the dafngersat duty with them. An excerpt:
Heavily built, fed at the earliest age with Gatorade, proteins andr@edtiey are all heads and shoulders taller than us
and their muscles remind us of Rambo. Our frames are amusingly skinny to thesme-wienps, even the strongest of us
- and because of that they often mistake us for Afghans. [...]

Emmanuel ZitnilSays:
November 23rd, 2008 &t42

Some Pr*ck made an ill-willed translation in order to discredit M&rlinessage.

ps: I'm not talking about JM Liotier’s translation.

French autorSays:
November 23rd, 2008 413:25

One month after being back of Afghanistan, | read your comments. May be themar bad translation in some
sentences or words. I've been during 3 months embedded with my team of 4 guys @itkrmyJplatoon, in a far away
combat out post. during this time, we have been mortared, rocketed, fired witlasmsll. All those events and our
relations make us stronger against the enemy. despite of this, | hae#itigeté get half of my life with those men, and |
consider them now like my brothers. There were no political view in our joly.r@ake the job, helping afghaxrmy and
trying to stay alive. On the 6th of november, | know that our comlapost has been erased by a suicide truck (with
pounds of explosive). thanks to God, there has been no serious casualtiiera?dl hourgverybody was working agai
In order to give the right way to the translation, | give you the one made by the W& dkdader, who corrected my
translation to prepare the ceremony of our departure :

Since three months we are deployed in SAYED ABAD. During this time, we havexdstwar everyday life with this
platoon. You guys, are from of one of a well known infantry battalion. To someone who hagkeat wad lived with
you, you appear to be no different than any other unit. Having lived with you and gotten to knove yavenwad the
honour to live with one of the most highly recognized units.

We are involved in an exciting, but tough, adventure in Afghanistan. It seems caniveniturn to our everyday life
with “common soldiers who live an extraordinary story”.

Who are you, soldiers from the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, and what support dangdo lomy guys of the OMLT?
Only a few of you belong to E. Company, Most of you are from A. Company of this prestigittaid® in which we
have had the chance, and the honour, to work alongside. We have also been able to conduck missimne with this
company. We indeed owe you these thoughts which will shed some light on you guys.

They got a terribly marked accent. You are American. | will explain thAtrierica you do not speak English. How many
times was it necessary to write to you what | had to say rather then losediogptene it would take to try several
pronunciations of a word which would seem commonplace? Whatever your nate’ésStee never find the same accent.
Even you admit that in certain crisis situations you cannot always understéndtiear due to the excitement in your
voice and your heavy accent.

You are large men. From a young age you are fed Gatorade, protein, and createin. Yioasajppegh you are head and
shoulders taller than us, and your muscle structure reminds us of John Ransbpriméi Not like us.

Your values are where we discover America, as it is often depictedalilnes which are yours are carried on here in your
actions, amplified by the crowded conditions and the solitude of our post in theerafdtls Afghan valley. Honour,
Homeland. Everything reminds you of it: the American flag blowing in the wind abovehigat outpost. In spite of
recruitment, nobody here has the any other motive then to proudly re the Stars and Stript
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It comes as a shock to view your successful ideals: the Americanrdsida individualistic. The teams, the squad, the
platoon fight are at the centre of all its attention. We who believe whaiibsto be an American have made a mistake.

And what soldiers you are! From Kabol to our combat out post, we did not meet one bad Stlalige when we know
how critical French infantrymen can be! Even if some of you show a light stouatiessyou give us lessons of everyday
life as an infantryman. Beyond the port of the battle dress which never sebotheryou, with helmet chin strap, helr
ballistic glasses, rifle, the long hours of guard do not seem to truly bother you. youraiehtipn a wooden towewhich

is only a square meter of plywood thrown above outer walls maintaining 5 hours of guarde@uugight vision
devices to constantly observe any possible danger. You are like statues, tainemtet and no breaks. As night falls the
operations on the combat outpost are the same. All movements are made ik.the dar

The vehicles move in the same manner. Everything is done in the dark, to include refualiahg of your vehicles.

If you ask me how you are when you are in the fight? | would say if you saw RAMBO you haweveeghing: always
ready to quickly come to the aid of a team in need of support. It is one of your sgmuethange from your t-shirts and
into your battle dress in about three minutes. When you arrive near the enenoy pasit mode of action is simple and
puzzling: you charge! Followers of the off-loaded assault, you throw yoursetegbénfight first and then ask questions,
what limits the procrastinations. No badly posted soldiesatdier who seems lost in the middle of the crash of the fi
Without a doubt this is most surprising for someone who is used to being alongskterth platoons.

You came in support of our troops even though they were unaware of how dangerous the sitghtibave been. The
American soldier is a beautiful soldier, a deserving heir of those wkd Feince and Europe, a deserving heir of those of
the 101st Air Airborne.

For those who honour us with welcoming us into their combat outpost and who eveligmlayed the most beautiful
military qualities, for those who pay every day a heavy toll to the deployment of theokidnited States of America on
the Afghan ground, for all this guys we simply hope in turn that we proved worthyngf bemsidered a part of the “Band
of Brothers”.

God bless you all, god bless coalition forces, god bless America.

HOu-aa!!

Then on our website, you can find the same kind of article made by the platoon :

For about two months now | have been working side by side with the French OMLT .nhbemehen | first showed up
to take charge of the combat outpost my unit was located at and | found out it woulst i@t American forces there but
also a small section of French. Being the typical American | was making jokag head about the French Army. These
last two months have truly been enlightening for me and corrected a graoaeeigtion of the French Army.

Let me say this first | am not envious of their job. Being responsibledimirtg and mentoring the Afghan National Army
(ANA) is a job that can only be described as herding cats. Having only wailtethe ANA on a couple of missions |
have come to realize that the OMLT must have the patience of a Sa&inbusty doubt that | would have the patience to
do the job they are doing and | don’t think | could do it nearly as well. Their patieas also displayed almost every
night while dealing with me and my soldiers. Due to the rough living conditions sotihe OMLT were living in a tent
that also housed our television. Although we would try and remain quiet andtribepfact they were sleeping it didn’t
always work that way. Too many times while watching a close football game wd tegin screaming and yelling over
the game. Somehow each night they never yelled at us and never complained.tiEneie radealing with us alone can
be considered amazing.

The French willingness to help is amazing. No matter where we, as thecAmArmy, would go the French Commander
located at my base would always try to arrange support from his OMLTs andthéh&y were training. Their
willingness to support our guys made my job a lot easier and gave me a bdtigrkieeling that the French OMLT and
ANA were watching our back. On more then one occasion we would respond to a sitodtioimes we reached the
location the French would already be there and would give me the currenpsituathe ground.

The French always seem to know what was happening. As an American |, likbawyAmericans, take pride in what
we do and think that everything we do is the best. | will have to say when it cothesRrench Intelligence versus
American Intelligence the French have us beat. All too often the French &wfemwould come to me and ask if | knew
about a situation. | would be forced to stand there and give him the confused puppy loaklyTgpimut thirty minutes
after the French told me | would finally get the same information from therigam Intelligence. This proved to
extremely valuable on more then one occasion. American convoys on severarscaase struck by an IED in which
we were informed immediately by the French. Thankfully for their quick regpwiawere able to come to the aid of
those convoys in a timely manner. Luckily in each case there were no seveieabtowever if there had been our
ability to quickly respond, due to French information and reporting, would have $aa®d |

The French have a handicap; they do not have the training, resources, money, andtagsetsilitary the same as
Americans. They have been forced to make due withadledghey have still managed to out perform us in some way:
French military is a force that commands the respect of everyonia éfseworld. | can’t imagine what they would look
like, and how truly incredible a force tt could be, if they had the same training, resources, and assets. These
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months have truly opened my eyes and corrected a few misconceptions I've had aboeri¢heas an American.
Although they are not as big as us and sound funny when they talk | am truly grateftd ttabahis opportunity, and |
am honored to call these men my comrades and friends.

This ends my comment. Best regards to you all.

Major G. French Army

Sally DrummSays:
November 23rd, 2008 415:25

One of the writers I've worked with in creative writimgprkshops | lead aboard MCAS Beaufort sent this to me. | arr
preparing an anthology of works produced during Milspeak workshops. | would like to includajtrsNranslation of
the piece in the anthology, due for release on July 4, 2009. Please visit the progsit®hitp://www.milspeak.ordor
more information about Milspeak. If you would like to have this work included in the agthgllease contaahe. Thank
you.

Public SecretSays:
November 23rd, 2008 4{7:08

How a French soldier sees his American comrades...
Via Tigerhawk, a French infantryman in Afghanistan gives his opinions on tlegidan soldier. What you read might

surprise you. Vive la France! Technorati tags: allies, French soldiegriéan soldier, Afghanistan......

CHARLES W. STROUD JRays:
November 24th, 2008 &16

THIS IS VERY INSPIRING!! BEING A COMBAT VET. WE CAN APPRECIRE THESE FREEDOM FIGHTERS.
“FOR GOD AND COUNTRY”

James SperoSays:
November 24th, 2008 at 5:27

Thank you for the accurate and concise impressions and observations of facbédrave Afghanistan over 2 1/2 years
now as part of the Civilian Police team from the US. As a retired polizeoffith nearly 32 years total time, including
advising in Iraq, | wholeheartedly agree with my French compatriot about thky gdi@gtoops we see and work with here.
Of course, when you get to the 0-5 level (Major) and higher, the common sensali@yndhieck goes out the window
with many. The same as in many international beurocracies!!

Keep up the good work and thank you

D Greek Cop

Old SaltSays:
November 24th, 2008 at 6:05

| can remember reading stories
about the French Foreign Legion and
seeing movies like Beau Geste.

We cannot critize all Frenchmen for
what their politicians do. We have
some pretty stupid ones ourselves.

Thank you mon ami. My God protect
you and your servic personne
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SilentWatcheSays:
November 24th, 2008 at 11:55

Je suis trés hereuse de lire votre lettre. Vous avez donné un plus grand horieimmes militaires des Etats Unis. Je
vous remercie.

BizzyBlog» Positivity: American troops in Afghanistaimrough the eyes of a French OMLT infantryn@ays:
November 24th, 2008 4t1:57

[...] is “a rare and moving testimony” from a French soldier (French otigera): “We have shared our daily life with
two US [...]

Ex-XoSays:
November 24th, 2008 at 17:09

Zut alors! A la Chris Matthews, le soldat is getting le petit froisson jgnée de fatigues, oui?

11-24-08 | Drive Time Happy Houbays:
November24th, 2008 at 20:09

[...] Jean-Marc Liotier: American troops in Afghanistan through the eyag-oénch OMLT infantryman. [...]

HyscienceSays:
November 24th, 2008 22:07

American troops as seen through French eyes...

Jean-Marc Liotier at Serendipitous Altruism has a translation of amatigrench article about American troops in
Afghanistan through the eyes of a French OMLT infantryman. As Liotiergoint here in the US and in France echoes
of worldwide host...

Randy Catesays:
November 24th, 2008 at 22:07

Thank you for this very important news.

As a former Marine (Vietnam), I've come to realize that America’s iiighforces are the best Americans of us all. We're
raised to put others first and wear the uniform with pride. Behave in a mhahé representative of our branch of
service and the country we love (and an occasional protein shake).

“Some” of our politicians in recent years have strayed off course but tié Americans are still here, waiting for a
leader who will alert the world to the simple truth that “real Amerstastill live here. We are not politicians, we never
have been and for but a handful never will be.

God bless you my friend.
R.Cates
(frmr) LCPL USMC

While “some” American politicians are not acting in the best interefsthe world, others still “get it” and are waging
their own war in Washington.

The Real American Soldi&ays:
November 25th, 2008 &t28

[...] following is some excerpts from a French OMLT (Operational Mémgdriaison Team) infantryman’s blog that was
translated t English. It[...
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Weekend Pundibays:
November 25th, 2008 &:55

A Different View Of US Troops...

Our friends at Granite Grok steered me to this, a translation ofiele &t a French infantryman serving in Afghanistan
along side soldiers from the US Army (from what | could tell from thelasthe US soldiers......

Qil Field TrashSays:
November 25th, 2008 4t32

| wish the MSM could acknowledge the strength and courage of our troops evetioa friaeloquently as this soldier.

God bless our troops and and all the men and women standing on that wall to keep uthsafaeboan and her allies.

judithod Says:
November 25th, 2008 at 6:20

This mother of a U.S. Marine thanks you.

American Troops in Afghanistan Through the Eyesfafesch Infrantryman< Don't Get Me Started. Says:
November 25th, 2008 802

[...] LINK: http://serendipity.ruwenzori.net/index.php/2008/09/21/ameficavpsin-afghanistarthroughthe-eye.. [...]

Hudson New Yorsays:
November 25th, 2008 d4:15

American Troops Through French Eyes...

Tr: Jean-Marc Liotier

Here is the original French, and here is my translation :

“We have shared our daily life with two US units for quite a while - theytlz first and fourth companies opgestigiou:

infantry battalion whose name | will ...

CPT(R) R.D. VanOrsdalBays:
November 25th, 2008 4f7:58

| was a US Army Officer on liaison assignment with the French Army, é4Regt de Hussards) back in 1980. The
soldiers of my Regiment Francais were all extremely motivated agdyeed soldiers - from Officer ranks to NCOs to
draftee soldiers. | remain very proud of my “adoption” by the regiment. Thghttaue some things and | taught them
some things. French politicians and news media are like the US pwlitiahd news media. If you REALLY want to learn
what the truth is, just like in America, you should talk with the ones who dreréathe rubber meets the road.”

RD VanOrsdale
Captain, USA, Ret (dsbl)

SusanSays:
November 25th, 2008 at 18:10

Thank you.

John M Says:
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November 25th, 2008 at 19:25

This kinda choked me up. Thanks. | need that every once in a while.

| wish this word could get back to the French people in general. Not very long ageingén Cologne, a young German
told me how grateful he was for everything that the U.S. was doing in the world, bl thatldn’t say it very loudly
because he didn’'t want anyone to know how he felt because how they might react. | d/grstdrew many Europeans
feel that way, yielding to peer group pressure, as people do everywhere, | sugpoae. fate a common foe and
Europe is at a more immediate risk.

Russ. Just RusSays:
November 25th, 2008 &0:27

Through an ally’s eyes...

Very interesting item about US troops, as seen by one of the French troops akmgside them in Afghanistan: A Nos
Freres d’Armes Americains. OK, OK, you might not actually readé¢heMy apologies.* An English translation is here:
American...

Ma SandsSays:
November 25th, 2008 at 22:16

There truly IS a silent majority, | betcha.....or if not a majority, at leasetidb® would’ve been worthy of Gideon’s
300.....7)

ScoutSays:
November 26th, 2008 &04

| worked with the French Army many years ago and | hayeeat respect for them. The problems between Americar
Frenchmen are caused not by the men of those countries, but by the media.

There is very little reality in the world today, just perception thdbled out by people who never leave their glass
cubicles in the news buildings they work in. If we could hang every reporter ana peedon on the planet in one d#g
world would tilt back into it's correct rotation instantly.

Every sad thing that has happened in the world has been played out for maximum spiuy#hists of the world.
Every evil and foul subject has been glamorized by the media and given maximeiontair. Every beautiful event,
every story of human courage, has been shoved into a closet. When there only 24 howrsandittlay control what the
world sees and hears, we are a lost people.

As a soldier, you never fight for a flag or a political party or idea, you fighthéoguy in the hole next to you. You risk
your life and willingly expose yourself to enemy fire not for any bumpersticker gahas for your buddies, because you
know when it is you laying in the road, they are going to come for you, no matter what.

Please let us find some way to free ourselves from the grasp of the mediaitasioatl@v, simple, all the news all the

time, view of the world.

Richard BesseBays:
November 26th, 2008 &t28

France and America have stood together throughout the years. May we continnd ghetdder to shoulder into the
future.

Thank you for your kind words. | was very touched by them. | will soon have at least twoagraundthe US military.

Paul Henry Echesays:
November 26th, 2008 0:32
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As a Frenchman and a former soldier, allow me, you Americans, to tell you whyeyauceng:

You believe we hate you when, in fact, whe like you as(bothering!) brothers, weeadmi(our only cowardise is not to
admit it fully!) and we are deeply, even my generation (born in 1968), grai@fyibur magnificant behavour, not only in
1944 but all this years of the Cold War and even after...

| had the privilege to meet some of your Marines: you call them “Rednecks!'thea “Gentlemen Warriors”: always
this cultural misanderstood!!!

Glad to see us friends again....

Au nom de Dieu, vive la Coloniale !

Semper Fidelis.

Sgt Eche, 2eme RIMa (ret)

Paul Henry Echesays:
November 26th, 2008 &t41

My mistake!!
The Marines are of course “the Leather Necks”
Maudite mémoire!

dan Says:
November 26th, 2008 at 2:16

just want to say thank you to this soldier for his kind words about the USA’&figimien and women.
it is nice to hear such kind words, especially when so much international coeéthgd)SA is so negative.
i do wonder how much of this filters back to the french public... or even the ameritdic for that matter. it does not

appear that postive stories the USA ever get any bandwidth... it's all “abibgthis and “guantanomo” that...

Merci, Mon Ami, Merci | Constar@onservativeSays:
November 26th, 2008 at 3:10

[...] | am often saddened by the France of today. So it is with joy | bring these thooghts French military man who is
currently serving alongside US forces in Afghanistan (HT: Anchoress): Wedhared our daily life with two US units
for quite a while - they are the [...]

» Les Américains émus par le témoignagendsoldatFrancais en AfghanistanLe Comptoir de Sinhaladweepa
Says:
November26th, 2008 at 15:40

[...] pas manqué de transformer en tensions populaires. J'ai donc immédiatesdeitepme traduction en anglais de
I'article francais. Je me doutais aussi que cette traduction trouseragiublic aux Etats Unis et ailleurs, mais je [...]

Watcher of Weasels Thanksgiving WatcBays:
November 26th, 2008 at 16:07

[...] Submitted By: The Glittering Eye - Serendipitous altruism - Acaé troops in Afghanistan through the eyes of a
French OMLT infantryman [...]

Dick Sweeresays:
November 27th, 2008 at 3:32

A person in the service understands what it means by being a team playerit iningtit cost his own or buddies life.
There is a bond no one not in service will ever understand.

The American forces are among the be the world, due to intense traini
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Cheat Seeking MissilesFeeling Thankful FoWednesday Readirgpys:
November 27th, 2008 at 7:41

[...] Submitted By: The Glittering Eye - Serendipitous altruism - Aozaritroops in Afghanistan through the eyes of a
French OMLT infantryman [...]

ASESays:
November 27th, 2008 at 8:46

Interesting view.

My question, however, to the author is: why are there not more folks like you at horoe@iysare there not more in
public office?

My comment to the author is: | have met people of small stature who were stitmthand quite resolute of purpose; |

believe this to be the deciding factor in getting the mission accomplished.

COL Shawn WelcBays:
November 27th, 2008 416:51

Thank you for your tribute to the American Soldier. | am deeply moved and humbled. Geditekeep you safe so you
may rejoin your loved ones.

Old Major Says:
November 28th, 2008 at 2:04

Thanks

Bill Says:
November 28th, 2008 at 2:05

A word of Thanks for our great INFANTRY Soldiers!!

gmarkerSays:
November 28th, 2008 at 4:31

This shows just how much the United States and France have in common.rcaithiey the soldiers represent the true
character and sense of honor of the common man. Their goal is to advances¢hefdeaedom and are willing gacrifice
their very life to do so. On the other hand, the politicians of both countries genepaigent only their own selfish and
misguided ambitions. I'll cast my lot with the soldier any day.

gerald wisnerSays:
November 28th, 2008 at 15:11

From an old Air Force vet. from the mid-fifties......... THANK YOuU!!
Gerald Wisner

gerald wisnerSays:
November 28th, 2008 at 15:15

Additional comment from Gerald Wisner,
GOD BLESS OUR WONDERFUL TROOPS!

GEORGE SCHMIT Says:
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November 28th, 2008 416:29

| READ THE STORY AND ALL | HAVE TO SAY IS GOD BLESS ALL THE TROBS FROM ALL COUNTRIES

Watcher of WeaselsGiving Thanks for the Watchers \6feaselsSays:
November 28th, 2008 at 18:03

[...] First place with 2 2/3 points! - Serendituous Altruism - Americaags in Afghanistan through the eyes of a French
OMLT infantryman [...]

The Colossus of Rhod&ays:
November 28th, 2008 20:28

Watcher’s Council results...

Unbelievable. Guess who won? First place in the Council category was TheuwSatdfRhodey with Culture of Whine (a
rant). First place in the non-Council category was Serendituous AltruismAwierican troops in Afghanistan through the
eyes of a......

Cheat Seeking MissilesWatcheirs Winners Thanksgiving WeeRays:
November 28th, 2008 at 21:55

[...] tie). A post | didn’t vote for, but one that | scored highly, Serendituous Altraigmierican troops in Afghanistan
through the eyes of a French OMLT infantryman, came in [...]

MAJ Dale Wilson, Ph.D. (Ret9ays:
November 29th, 2008 248

In many ways, this generation of warriors is better than my own. | saw actiareatisied infantryman in Vietnam and
went on to become an armor officer, eventually retiring in 1991. One thing annoys me, h@wesoldiers are MEN,
not boys. Whether they’re 18 or 28 or, well, you get the drift. Just as there areists athfexholes, you’ll find no boys
in the ranks of our combat forces!

Brad in Leesville Louisian&ays:
November 29th, 2008 &t47

What a gift to see ourselves as others see us

The Glittering Eye» Blog Archive» The Council HasSpoken'Says:
November 29th, 2008 at 16:37

[...] winning non-Council post was Serendituous Altruism’s post, “American traopfghanistan through the eyes of a
French OMLT infantryman”, a [...]

Bella Says:
November 29th, 2008 at 19:08

To the French author of the orignal post, there are stories about the braveryofrich armed forces as well. | read so
many military blogs, | cannot remember just now the places where | have read divaikmow that our armed forces
give credit where credit is due, and the French are not excluded. If | canhfard Whave read about you and your
countrymen fighting the war on terror, | will post it.

shakeSays:
November 30th, 2008 at O:
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Thank you for posting this, both the original author and the translator. | woeltblikelieve, that regardless of the
anyone’s political view, the troops who's lives are on the line receiviiltgupport of their countrymen. All we really
want is for them to be home safe and sound with their families espetidtiis time of year.

Michel Says:
November 30th, 2008 at 22:05

to,”"me2 Says”

Tu as I'esprit bien tortueux.....Ou tu ne nous aimes pas.
C’est un compliment, des plus élogieux et des plus sincéres, tout simglement

The Razowm Blog Archive» The Council Has Spokehtovember 28, 2008ays:
December 1st, 2008 at 4:27

[...] Serendituous Altruism - American troops in Afghanistan through the eyeBrehah OMLT infantryman [...]

Narayan Sengupt8ays:
December 1st, 2008 46:35

| have to echo the positive comments on the relations between our two countries.

We organized a celebration/commemoration of the USAS (United Stat8gwice, now the United States Air Force) in
France in 1918. Our commemoration was on July 14, 2008 - the 90th Anniversary of thdeedhjiof Quentin
Roosevelt, Teddy’s youngest son and one of the pilots of the 95th Aero Squadron.

We had about 70 to 100 French people in attendance for the 3.5 hour event and we weredveeldaymeeted soarmly.
People came up to us and hugged us and embraced us though we weren’t in France irch@isejof here were lots of
American flags, etc.

More here in case anyone is interested:

http://www.usaww1.com/American_wwi_air_force_photos.php4

Vive les Etats Unis! Vive la France! A I'amitie eternelle entsedeux pays.

Narayan

JoyceeSays:
December 1st, 2008 at 20:06

It is about time someone posts information of the real story of what is happeeirsgas. | agree with #15 (can’t
remember the name) 100%. The American people are only getting infonnoati media wants them to have. | thank a
Soldier and Vet every chance | have. Thank you for my Freedom and ridding this worldesfitivest, Saddam. May
God Bless

Ma SandsSays:
December 1st, 2008 at 20:12

Joycee, | thank YOU, for the blessing you have just given me: | am an old newspagaervand know well that, when
one person states they are doing such a thing as you just said you do to soldiers andthetsgame has to be being
done by many others! Bless you! :)

JoyceeSays:
December 1st, 2008 at 20:14

| went back to check it was #13, v says: | agree 100%. Me and Me2 just : their cowardness. Bet they never sen
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Shame on you or are you one of THEM!!

Ann McNeilSays:
December 1st, 2008 at 22:05

Thank you for sharing your impressions of our countrymen with us. | am so very proud of evarytrere and it is so
good to hear such praise from another country.

Mark LentSays:
December 2nd, 2008 at 20:33

Very proud of the depiction of US soldiers conducting multi-national dpegatvith our French allies under austere
conditions in Afghanistan. Continued security cooperation and the enhancededrafiorts of allies against terrorist
organizations will be required to successfully bring security where igisres.

Cecil Says:
December 3rd, 2008 at 1:09

Many thanks for your kind words and keen assessment of our brave fighting men andavooms the World who stand
gaurd over our welfare.

A letter« Chris's TourSays:
December 3rd, 2008 42:07

L-]L-]

David DefeliceSays:
December 3rd, 2008 49:16

As and American Officer, and although these views are my own, it is the Brotdeshdoms and the respect that most
US service members have for our allies and coalition partners tligtadiasy us to assist in anyway possible. Having
worked with Allies and Coalition partners for the past 6 years, | can honagttiiat there is nothing that | nor my
commrades would not do for them, that we would do for ourselves.

It is this cooperation that is needed to be successful in defeating this tbrear freedoms and cherished way of life.

Lee AldridgeSays:
December 3rd, 2008 at 19:42

This article doesn’t surprise me at all. As a prior USAF Attache irs aring Operation Desert Storm, | can tell you that
the bonds between the French military and the US military are very strongh&esate French soldiers who dislike
Americans just as there are American soldiers who dislike the Frenate. dieesenior French generals who openly
criticize the US in public because it's the politically correct thing toBid privately they are very pro-US almost to a
fault. Americans can rest assured that when the bullets start flyengre indeed a Band of Brothers! | wish every
American could read this article. Thanks for making it available.

A Perception of American SoldiexdnnocentBystandersSays:
December 3rd, 2008 at 22:41

[...] A Perception of American Soldiers December 3, 2008 Posted by compasimédgivs. trackback This is pretty co

[-.]

Mere RhetoricSays:
December 4th, 2008 @0:00

Watchers Council Results: Incompetence In Education, Foreign Paly, Economics. But Especially Education.
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(Plus: Uber-Competent Right Truth Joins Watchers Council)...
I'm so far behind on Watchers Council business that I'm getting lapped by a wefeke Bnything else though - I'd be

remiss in not alerting you to the announcement that Debbie Hamilton of Right §tbthnewest......

Jon DrakeSays:
December 4th, 2008 at 20:54

As an American Military Officer this reflects the culture of theitail as a profession of arms. This type of post should
make the newspapers, however the media and the public prefer to hear albafittieings. Having served with the
French as well as other coalition partners, the comraderie betweSolthers, regardless of nationality, is the fuel that
drives him towards mission accomplishment. For those that never serveptnthat you willnever experience this ty
of dedication to a cause larger than yourself.

Continued performance towards mission accomplishment is what will eGWE@T.

Rhymes With Rigi8ays:
December 5th, 2008 &t31

Watcher’s Council Results...

I've been remiss in posting winners from teh Watcher's Council, so here arstthedaveeks’ results. November 28,
2008 Winning Council Submissions First place with 2 2/3 points! - The Colossus déRhQulture of Whine (a......

SteveSays:
December 5th, 2008 at 18:52

Very moving, thank you. It has the absolute ring of truth to me as | worked withhFrdantrymen in the late 80’s—
outstanding troops that | would have been proud to share a foxhole with.

Seay
Gary Says:
December 6th, 2008 4t49

Moving...reassuring...thank you, very much.

French Soldier Describes Those ThAtssault inStride « Zipline Conservativé&ays:
December 6th, 2008 &t15

[...] http://serendipity.ruwenzori.net/index.php/2008/09/21/ameficaopsin-afghanistarthroughthe-eye.. [...]

JamesSays:
December 6th, 2008 at 9:56

If the MSM had used this instead of the avalanche of stories about Palidi®le&the world would be a better place.

L
—1 FormerHostageSays:

December 6th, 2008 at 20:49

“Our frames are amusingly skinny to them...”
Just remember an old ‘merican saying:

“It ain't the size of the dog in the fight, but the size of the fight in the dog.”

Brian Says:
December 6th, 2008 at 20
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I've traveled to France many times and love the country. The conceptions Amseraze of the French and their country
are often incorrect.

Not once has anyone there been rude to me or my family. Be respectful ancpbke and they will be the same way
to you.

Americans and the French have so much more in common than we do diffe¥easesed to stand together against the

totalitarians.

Evie Greenesays:
December 6th, 2008 at 22:23

Thank you. It is comforting to know this
came from a Frenchman. God bless our troops. God Bless America.

PJ Says:
December 7th, 2008 at 6:25

Thank you to “French autor’—you are a bit like de Toqueville, no?— and to all msvatio serve with our wonderful mq
and women of the military. | was just in Paris and found the French warmiemdlyr like long lost cousins.

Bob MacSays:
December 7th, 2008 at 6:30

As a former member of that Division who were so couragous at Bastogne, whigsailbe was the normal way of life
the field.
Off duty we tended to get in trouble or just raise hell.

GRC Says:
December 7th, 2008 at 17:29

One thing I've taken away from trips to Europe is that there are just as memsfof America there as there are enemies
of America. | remember quite vividly being in Frankfurt in 2003 when anti-Iraq ergimsent was particularly high,
expecting hostility from the people | met, and being surprised by their outgoimgllyreonversation. It's a real shame
that noisier critics distort our view of Europe - there are still good pebptle.

Ken LeepSays:
December 8th, 2008 at 2:22

Someone in this line mentioned Lafayette. This past year | read “Adopted@ravid Clary. Great read, and | know |
am even more convinced that if it had not been for the French, and one in panpiediaps none of us would know the
freedom that we now enjoy. The truth does come through from time to time.

An old US VeBays:
December 9th, 2008 at 3:27

To the Frenchman who wrote this piece, just three simple words that cardoehien justice: Peace. Love. Thanks.

French autorSays:
December 9th, 2008 80:57

to you all,

I'm very moved by your words, and | thank you all. Your guys are always in the mud overttizecepl for me to know
that you support your troops. But you know, don’t thanks me, thanks thatisaiecause of their attitude if | wrote thc
lines. Your words are ve honorary, to much for me at all. Tha

http://serendipity.ruwenzori.net/index.php/2008/09/21/ame-troops-in-afghanista-thro... 2/27/200¢



» American troops in Afghanistan through the eyes of a French OMLT igfaat Page32 of 35

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

190

Sweet JesuSays:
December 14th, 2008 at 4:10

Some factshttp://wais.stanford.edu/ztopics/week020105/france 050201 civilianskilled!rviny

Your ignorance is mind-blowing though. American propaganda has worked well on frenclytancas see. But you
have to realise here that it is only one man talking, who's by the way in thenrfyehch army, so why don’t yozut the

” o«

crap with the “french people are so nice”, “they love us” huh ? He's as bitiedas you that'’s all.
Vive the neo-colonization right ? :D

America, Fuck Y... You.

mantyOlactuabays:
December 14th, 2008 at 13:21

Thanks for standing in the line with our guys and gal’s Sons of Cherbourg. Libertg, imoist francais way, is truly the
future of our species. With words like these, anything is possible. Keepctimaing......the world needs to see more of
this.

Afghan&Military Blog» Blog Archive» In his ownwordsSays:
December 18th, 2008 at 23:50

[...] http://serendipity.ruwenzori.net/index.php/2008/09/21/ameficaopsin-afghanistarthroughthe-eye.. [...]

douggardSays:
December 19th, 2008 at 19:08

that was great, thank you

Bill Vann Says:
December 30th, 2008 &t00

What impressive positive input from another unsuspected position.

Thank you for seeing and sharing our remarkable troops.

Gerald F. MernaSays:
December 31st, 2008 @t39

Why can’t we just pay attention to what this French warrior said and fotgbealolitics, ignorance, insults and other
garbage. This Man spoke from his heart. He was honest and eloquent, and | foremeeheetipeaks for many others.
God Bless Him and his appreciation for our American fighting men and womere. @onwe will all understand.
Mustang Marine, Korea and Vietnam.

SemperFi

laura white Says:
January 2nd, 2009 at 3:32

Thank You for the article. Its always good to see the reality that is rthidwer than the media barrage of 24/7 junk. If ‘09
brings us anything as a race, let it be a better view of the good that is in @unlrasinity. If that alone could be seen-
maybe less conflict- or conflict over sooner. God bless our Troops. Oh,itlie i@rhow cut/ pasted as a forward that is
circulated. That alone means it will be seen by thousands- only withelibk here. It's taken on a new life. Laura

ladycavial Says:
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January 3rd, 2009 &1:26

Merci.

| cried with pride.

RabbitSays:
January 15th, 2009 at 14:51

Nice to know that we are still appreciated by a people whom we have consiiesefbathe entire time our nation has
been in existence.

France and the US have come to one another’s aid time and again.

Leave it to the grunts on the ground to keep this filial love alive!

Semper Fi!

Dave Whelarsays:
February 14th, 2009 at 16:45

It is nice to read something positive once in awhile. It speaks well of ougynan and women and the way that they act
professionally when necessary but hold to their own individual beliefs at theetsaem

Froglips Says:
February 15th, 2009 at 3:14

Non mes couilles, et l'article en Francais SVP? ollllaaaa il faugier molo sur la propagande. On se la joue comme
dans les films, t'es pas a hollywood mon mec. We French people we don't dislideca. America dislike us. Our
president Sarkozy, a Jew, is own by your CIA and the neocons that got you guysgintdHed a deepshit he is and he
wont get reelected. Beside that, we don’t mind facing death with our Ameriagngns, but America has to get on the
program and quit having propaganda units in France and Europe. We are not fooled, yowedhgditikes and get in our
Europeans business all the Freeking time. Do you read yank! Screw Kosovo &edkimg likes. Mind your freaking
business you got 1929 revisited on your lap at home. Do you read? Over. Quit putting yonmooodsck yard, we
would be muuuuuuuch better friends. You know what we think of your freedom fries.....weedendlaim them as our
you dumb truck! Put this in your head also NATO = Ndkttantic Terrorist Organization, when | think you wanted to
the equipment to kick the crap out of pour Saddam. What about the torture chamiberope. Get the FUCK out. You
help us, sure. We Have paid back all our WAR debt what else do you want. Oanworar my dead buddy, pal' what
about you guys supplying weapons to the FLN (Algeria’s war)to kill French soldiesknbB, you want to force us to ta
rag head country Turkey in the EU. Or you out of you freeking mind Yank? Mind your own fuckingdsuand we we
help you like brother. Have you forgotten that France is your oldest ally?é¢dirigBritain! But, you always side on tl
limes side. Why, since WWII do you always stab us in the Back? Why yank? Rembispguit backing the French left
America! get your PSYOP out of my country FRANCE, yes do you read? Over. ganeerifor once on France’s side and
do not ask if France is on your side. France since the birth of America has been side/@nd you have begreat to us
yes you have. Why since then haven't you want to be on France side. Why do you want torsteahffuence in

Africa? Why do you send us all those Muslims camel jockeys. The next war willHsance, You have made us a
country of rag heads fucking camel jockeys. Yes my brothers, we will fight with wauwar here in Afghanistan,
proudly and no questions ask. Please brothers quit making France an Arab country,shefpthe Arab invasion of
France with your SPYOPs so far turned against, we hold the same values armwe@Christians, you are turning us
into Muslims. Why are your SPYOPs doing that to us, do you hate us that much? wantoegrbaed by Muslims.

Why, why are you doing that to us America, why? You are goimgeéal our cash to get out of your mess, we will pro

it to you, just 2 things brother, 1)stay out of Europe’s business and you will alwmdyssfstanding next to you 2) help us
stop and reverse the flow of Muslims into our country. Come on Obama be the man youH=lp lie reunite our forces,
America needs it, France needs it, Europe needs it, the world needswi! fight Iran with you, just don’t expect us to
fully rejoin NATO, we need our independence as brothers must self respect.

France loves America, like us, land of the free.
A Frenchman of the kind few are left.

Froglips Says:
February 15th, 2009 at 3:15
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Non mes couilles, et l'article en Francais SVP? ollllaaaa il faugdier molo sur la propagande. On se la joue comme
dans les films, t'es pas a hollywood mon mec. We French people we don't dislidaca. America dislike us. Our
president Sarkozy, a Jew, is own by your CIA and the neocons that got you guysgintdHed a deepshit he is and he
wont get reelected. Beside that, we don’t mind facing death with our Ameriagngns, but America has to get on the
program and quit having propaganda units in France and Europe. We are not fooled, yowedhgditikes and get in our
Europeans business all the Freeking time. Do you read yank! Screw Kosovo &edkimg likes. Mind your freaking
business you got 1929 revisited on your lap at home. Do you read? Over. Quit putting yonmooodsack yard, we
would be muuuuuuuch better friends. You know what we think of your freedom fries.....weedendlaim them as our
you dumb truck! Put this in your head also NATO = Ndkttantic Terrorist Organization, when | think you wanted to
the equipment to kick the crap out of pour Saddam. What about the torture chamiberope. Get the FUCK out. You
help us, sure. We Have paid back all our WAR debt what else do you want. Oanworar my dead buddy, pal' what
about you guys supplying weapons to the FLN (Algeria’s war)to kill French soldiesknbB, you want to force us to ta
rag head country Turkey in the EU. Or you out of you freeking mind Yank? Mind your own fucking¢suand we we
help you like brother. Have you forgotten that France is your oldest ally?é¢dirigBritain! But, you always side on tl
limes side. Why, since WWII do you always stab us in the Back? Why yank? Rembispguit backing the French left
America! get your PSYOP out of my country FRANCE, yes do you read? Over. ¢anierifor once on France’s side and
do not ask if France is on your side. France since the birth of America has been sidg/@nd you have begreat to us
yes you have. Why since then haven't you want to be on France side. Why do you want torsteahffuence in

Africa? Why do you send us all those Muslims camel jockeys. The next war willHsance, You have made us a
country of rag heads fucking camel jockeys. Yes my brothers, we will fight with wauwar here in Afghanistan,
proudly and no questions ask. Please brothers quit making France an Arab country,shefpthe Arab invasion of
France with your SPYOPs so far turned against, we hold the same values armwe@Christians, you are turning us
into Muslims. Why are your SPYOPs doing that to us, do you hate us that much? wantoegrbaed by Muslims.

Why, why are you doing that to us America, why? You are goimgeéal our cash to get out of your mess, we will pro

it to you, just 2 things brother, 1)stay out of Europe’s business and you will almdyssfstanding next to you 2) help us
stop and reverse the flow of Muslims into our country. Come on Obama be the man youH=lp lie reunite our forces,
America needs it, France needs it, Europe needs it, the world needswi! fight Iran with you, just don’t expect us to
fully rejoin NATO, we need our independence as brothers must self respect.

France loves America, like us, land of the free.

A Frenchman, of the kind few are left.

America Rulessays:
February 17th, 2009 at 11:17

Too late, France, we’ll never forgive you for backstabbing us in front of thenl2803. We must get our pound of flesh
and then some.

Jean-charlesSays:
February 19th, 2009 at 15:13

Hi,

I'm in reserved ground army force of French army..( 503TH Regiment )

You seem all ( Americans) surprise that French can pay tribute to you auiladiggo your Soldiers.

It seem in French army, that soldiers French soldiers respect U.S mos@ththink, and from people side, | think too.
| don’t think that French are against to US, or onlydgkzeme Right/Left wings in politics, maybe 5% of population?!

this is their opinions you are hearing the most...that’s why it's bad for our rekifisns

Jean-charles LOMBART

David MadisonSays:
February 19th, 2009 at 15:40

| was born in Paris 55 years ago, but only stayed two weeks. My American parentavaied, so | am a derivative
American citizer
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| have never admired the French people, but it appears possible that | simply didribeheht voices. If these French
troops react this way to a professional a professional military unit,dlegartheir nationality, then perhaps they are much
better than the credit | had given them.
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